Dear All,

Please find enclosed the new extended ‘code of conduct’ that has been designed for usage in all Cardiff and District Badminton League affiliated clubs.  
The organising committee have received numerous complaints relating to the behaviours of team players in clubs; which has included derogatory and defamatory comments posted on social networking sites, including Facebook and Twitter.  As a reaction to these complaints ‘The Code of Conduct’ has been extended and team captains should ensure they bring this to the attention of all nominated and club players 

Ian Laing
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Code of Conduct
· No member of the Cardiff and District Badminton league (CDBL) whilst representing their affiliated club shall act irresponsibly during club games nor shall any individual member or team bring the CBDL or their club into disrepute.
· When representing either CDBL or their club in a sports fixture, all team members shall compete in a manner of good sportsmanship, regardless of the nature of the competition. This also includes actions, comments or communication on either the World Wide Web (www) or posting unacceptable comments on any social networking sites, which may cause annoyance, alarm, distress or embarrassment or to be untrue about fellow colleagues or players from other clubs.
· Behaviour and personal conduct must at all times be of an acceptable standard and designed to reflect favourably the values and principles of the sport. Any other behaviour below these standards would be regarded as being totally unacceptable. 

The following list is not exhaustive and is a reminder as to the acceptable standards expected at all times whilst on and off the court when players are representing their affiliated clubs;

· Treat all players with respect and courtesy;
· Intentional bad line calls and serving faults are unacceptable;
· To prevent confusion make sure that you know and understand the ‘laws’ of badminton;
· Always shake hands with your opponent at the end of every match; 

· Time wasting, off-putting tactics are regarded as unacceptable;

· Should you feel you are being cheated in any way by your opponent, explain your feelings to your opponent and then report it immediately to the officials of CDBL who may investigate further;
· Acceptable and un-offensive language on the court and during relevant group situations must always be appropriate and socially acceptable;
· All players should win or lose graciously, accepting your victory or defeat with dignity and respect for your opponents.

‘Team Captains’ are wholly responsible for the behaviour of their players within their team and must ensure that the above standards are met 

Serious breaches of this Code of Conduct will be dealt with in all instances. Team captains will be given every opportunity to present mitigation to the complaint being made to the League; which may see the offending team fined. 
· Persons under the age of sixteen years of age shall not participate in badminton club activity without written permission from their parent(s) or legal guardian, who shall be aware of the nature of the activities of the Cardiff and District Badminton League and affiliated club.
· The parent(s) or legal guardian of anyone under the age of sixteen years shall give written notice that they bear the responsibilities of that person as described above.
· Illegal Drugs and related prohibited substances and any related conduct alleged to have brought the sport into disrepute should be notified directly to the league for further consideration
